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INEO OCT-01 10-13 ISO-00 SSO-00 SSM-03 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 ICAE-00 INRE-00 NEAE-00 HA-05 
ACDA-12 OMB-01 TRSE-00 /046 W 

042853 191531Z/75 

O 191436Z MAY 78 
EM AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0977 
INEO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONEIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 1419 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, IS, JO 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE LOCATION OE EERAT 

REF: JERUSALEM 1403 

1. CONGEN OFEICER MAY 19 SOUGHT CLARIEICATION EROM 
OEFICIALS OE BETHLEHEM MUNICPALITY ON THEIR UNDER- 
STANDING OF ISRAELI SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY IN THEIR 
AREA IN AN ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE MORE PRECISELY 
LOCATION OF PROPOSED ISRAELI SETTLEMENT OF EFRAT. 

2. MAYOR BELIEVES A SETTLEMENT, POSSIBLY EERAT, WILL 
BE ESTABLISHED NEAR THE ARABIC VILLAGE OF WADI RAHAL 

ABOUT TWO KILOMETERS SOUTH OE SOLOMON'S POOLS. (APPROXIMATELY 

31 40 N. 30 10 E.) (2-TPC/K737S/3053III/053064). MAYOR 

SAID BETWEEN 200 TO 300 DUNUMS OE PUBLIC LAND ON THE 

TOP OP A HILL ON THE SITE HAVE BEEN RINGED WITH BARRELS. 

ALTHOUGH LOCALS HAVE NOT BEEN TOLD WHY THE SITE HAS BEEN 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 JERUSA 01419 191528Z 

MARKED OPE, SEVERAL GROUPS OP ISRAELIS HAVE BEEN OVSERVED 
INSPECTING THE SITE. 

3. MAYOR INFORMED CONGEN OPPICER THAT WORK AT A SITE 
TWO KILOMETERS NORTH (REPTEL, PARA 1) WAS CONNECTED 

WITH ISRAELI QUARRYING OPERATION, AND THEREPORE, IT WAS NOT, 

REPEAT NOT, A LIKELY SETTLEMENT SITE. 
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3. COMMENT: WADI RAHAL SITE HAS A COMMANDING VIEW OE 
THE COUNTRYSIDE AS FAR AS JERUSALEM. IT IS ABOUT THREE 
KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OE ISRAELI SETTLEMENT OE ELAZAR 
(NORTHERNMOST OF ETZION BLOC) WHICH IS WITHIN SIGHT. 
NEWLIN 
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